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members of a family, you have nothing to fear from any-
'body."
Harijan, 28-4-'46
*
Prom what will the masses be delivered ? It will not
do to answer vaguely: ' from exploitation and degradation'.
Is not the answer this that they want to occupy the status
that capital does today ? If so, it can be attained only by
violence. But if ,they want to shun the evils of capital, in
other words, if they would revise the viewpoint of capital,
then   they  would   strive   to   attain   a   juster   distribu-
tion   of    the   products   of   labour.    This   immediately
"takes   us   ,to   contentment   and   simplicity,   voluntarily
adopted.  Under the new outlook multiplicity of mate-
rial wants will not be the aim of life,  the aim will
be   rather  their  restriction   consistently  with   comfort.
We shall cease to think of getting what we can, but
we  shall  decline  to   receive  what   all   cannot  get.   It
occurs to me that it ought not to be difficult to make a
successful appeal to the masses of Europe in terms of
economics, and a fairly successful working of such an
experiment t must   lead   to   immense   and   unconscious
spiritual results.   I do not believe that the spiritual law
works on a field of its own. On the contrary, it expresses
itself only through the ordinary activities of life.  It thus
affects the economic, the social and the political fields. If
the masses of Europe can be persuaded to adopt the view
I have suggested, it will be found that violence will be
wholly unnecessary to attain the aim, and that they can
easily come to their own by following out the obvious
corollaries of non-violence. It may even be that what
seems to me to be so natural and feasible for India may
take longer to permeate the inert Indian masses than the
active European masses. But I must reiterate my confes-
sion that all my argument is based on suppositions and